ASC News: Summer 2011

Report from The Commodore

We are about half way through the season, and
on the whole the elements seem to have been
treating us kindly.

hyte 2yS RI&Qa
been abandoned, strangely enough on the Bank
Holiday Monday when | was Officer of the Day.
Otherwise, | think that | can safely say that all
races have been fiercely contended, although
with the usual suspects generally crossing the
finishing line in front. | am seriously considering
proposing that we should have a Trophy for
Attendance, say for the largest number of races
actually completed; this would give us also-rans
something to aim for!
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This was a very pleasant event, and the whole
day was enjoyed by such a large number of
members that we should perhaps re-name it The
{dzZYYSNJ 2 2NJ Ay 3 t I NI the
large number of people who gave up their time
without complaint to shop, cook, arrange flowers,
erect tents, fetch and lay tables, mow and tidy
the site, and clear up afterwards.

Wednesday Evening Sailing

| am always amazed at how many people manage
to squeeze mid-week sailing (with BBQ) into their
schedules; it has certainly been popular this year;
I hope that it will continue through the rest of the
summer.

A1 AT AY 3

Working Party

l'a AT S RARyYyQO 23S
working parties at the beginning of the season, it
was decided to hold another one in July. The
main feature of this afternoon of fun was the
hugeN@fire, fuli&l byNdalfiCaSoresd of NgRed
saplings and overgrown willow; a good deal of
site clearing and general tidying was achieved and
we had plenty of time for sailing as well before
the BBQ in the evening. We may be able to make
this a regular event, especially if the weather is as
kind as it was on 16" July this year.

Working Party
Site Improvements
Levelling out of the river bank, mainly in front of
the club house, is to take place later in the year,
hopefully on a weekend in September that does
not coincide with an Open meeting. This will
involve a large digger scraping hundreds of tons
of earth from the banks (which grow every year

Iy i the 6gbdE)Safid®Rhat ehrth Being/tRnkported

across the site to improve the flatness and
accessibility of the camping site. This job has
probably not been tackled for 15-20 years, and
unfortunately it is something that now needs to
be done.

Avon HalfWeek

The usual 2 full days of sailing will take place on
25" and 26" August, with an emphasis on getting
the young people as wet as possible, followed by
a Roast Pork dinner on the Friday evening (26™).
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Open Day

On Saturday 27" August the club will hold its
annual open day, which is always a good day out.
Please ask your friends and relations to bring a
picnic, come for a look around and get a chance
to try sailing.

Open Meetings

52y Qi F2NBSG GKIFG ¢S
the Laser Open on the 18" September and the
Solo Open on 16™ October.

October Clubhouse Dinner on 15th October 7:30
pm

The evening before the Solo Open we are having
our Autumn Dinner at the clubhouse. This year
the theme, and the food, will be Cajun. It will be
the usual fancy dress and themed fun event, so
make sure that you keep that evening clear.

Dinner and Dance

52y QG FT2NHSG GKIFG GBeS
held this year at Sherdons Golf Club on Saturday
26™ November; so sharpen up those dancing
shoes!

Trophies

It is getting round to that time of year again, so if
you earned a trophy last year, please make sure
it is polished in readiness for the time, probably in
September, when we shall be having to collect
them all in again for engraving and handing out
again.

Dave Harris

You may be wondering why Dave and Christine
have not been making their usual Sunday
appearances at the club lately. Not long after
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returning from a lovely holiday in Turkey, Dave
became very ill and was rushed to hospital by
ambulance. After a scary few days for them both,
he is now on the mend at home, and we hope to
see them on the riverbank again soon.

4™ August update - | hear that Dave is going from
strength to strength and may be down at the club
on Sunday soon.
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Training Days 2011

There were three days of training in May and June
earlier this year ¢ covering everything from absolute
beginners through improving race techniques in single
handers to spinnaker training in the new RS Vision.
Our thanks go to the club members who give up their
Saturdays to make these very successful and
enjoyable days for all who attend.

The fourth and final training day this year is on
Saturday 3rd September, from 10 am till 4 pm. As
dza dzI £ > £ f I NB
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beforehand if you are coming and what you would like

to concentrate on, it gives us a chance to work out

how to organise the day. As ever, what we can do will

depend on weather, numbers, etc.

Please let Mike Adams know if you would like to come
YR R2y Qi KSaAadlasS G2
michael.adams@lineone.net if there is anything
specific you would like to cover.

_Please note that the galley is not a_;tendgd oanrQaining,

6St C

At

ichicl

v828 piéade brifigha A 9

B

Capsize drill
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Bosuns are old, wise but exceedingly difficult
characters. That is why there is a tendency to
keep them incarcerated in small lockers beneath
sailing clubs only letting them out occasionally
when the members have finally broken every
wretched boat in the club.

Because of the unaccountable absence of a
newsletter for several years now the Avon Sailing
/ £ dzo Qa 02adzy KI a 0S
grievances against the world in general and Avon
Sailing Club members in particular. In order to
coax him back into his locker after a particularly
bad period of boat abuse by the members, the
committee agreed to publish some of his less
abusive thoughts. He has now returned to the
o2adzyQa t201SN 6Ai0K
Dundee cake. Here are his ramblings:

Wa S Y 0 &yMdive heard that last year the Club
received a grant towards dinghies for the training
of adults in sporting pursuits. This resulted in the
purchase of a second new RS Vision for the club
complete with spinnaker. This in turn explains
why a boat is seen from time to time proceeding
at great pace past the club with an odd coloured
sail up the sharp end. It also explains why our
Commaodore spent a period of time in the water
last Saturday before actually giving us all a very
fine display of spinnaker work. Well done Nick,
YiAra I oNI @S YIYy 6K?2

After the purchase of the Vision, there was
enough money left to buy two used but half
decent Laser 1s. These are kitted out to XD
standard. Each has a full and radial rig and sail. In
addition, I, the bosun, was released from my
berth long enough to take the best bits from our
three old Lasers to make one half decent one,
again with both rigs and equipped to near XD
standard.

For those not in the know, (for the club has some
members with less than comprehensive
knowledge ¢ that is what is known as a
euphemism) an XD kit rigs the boat such that the
down hall or Cunningham and the out hall are
both rerouted to a fixture on the foredeck which

puts them easily to hand to allow easy
adjustments to either while sailing. There is also a
complicated but highly efficient kicking strap.

LF¥ &2dz R2y Qi 1y296
please ask someone who does to show you how.
Your dear Bosun gets a little aggrieved to find
that all his good work in rigging the boats has
come to naught and some b......... , SOrry, person
has used six inch nails to rig the boat, taken all
the string off and he has to start again. Apologies

Sy foiathae nedr dip, | ldid @amedthe lcaminijte

that | would moderate my language if they
allowed me to publish. A........ S.

And another thing ¢ do remember to check the
bung is in before you go sailing. Failure to add a
bung to the ensemble does tend to make the
Oairl ad littR difficuit $olhandle yinR undompeditivei
when racing. It is only excusable as a carefully
pre-planned racing tactic against the better
opposition.

You will find the sails in bags in the club house
locker marked LASER. The full sails are in the bags
YI Ny SR WTdz ¢
oF3& YINJSR WNIRAIT
sailing please fold the sails neatly and put the full
alFAta |
Ay GKS
Laser sails with battens in the locker marked
LASER. Oh yes, and do take the battens out

O NXbefoiie faldhiNihdl HilS | reafiser thig R HINB O

remember and rather complicated but do it just
to keep your old bosun happy!!!

The foils for the new Lasers are kept in proper
Laser foil bags stored in the gents behind the
engine storage mount. Ladies, feel free to enter
and pick them up anytime. Only one or two of
g¢2dz oAttt asSs
before. Try not to laugh ¢ it offends the male
members. Did anyone get the double entendre?
No, sigh, not until it was pointed out.

The foils for the third Laser, the one with the old
yellow hull are kept in the boat under the covers.
If anyone has an old Laser foil bag they could give
to the club we could standardise the
arrangement. When you put the hull to bed
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please remember to add the mast lower section
GKFG @2dz RARYy QU dza$s
cover on. There should then be four spars on
each hull under the cover. The hunt around the
boat park to find the missing bits is getting a little
tiring for old legs.

When sailing the Laser do remember to raise the
dagger board and rudder when you park it on the
pontoon. You should also release the kicking
strap. This makes it less likely to tip. It is also
recommended that you tie the boat firmly to the
pontoon using quite a good knot then the boat
does not go racing all by it. They are slippery
beasts, these Lasers.

When you bring the boat ashore, particularly if
you are sailing it to the ramp, please ensure that
the dagger board is raised before you come
aground so that your dear old Bosun does not
have to spend his time filling in chunks knocked
out of the dagger board ¢ a tedious task.

The Bosun is currently trying to assemble a small
tool kit for the club. But he knows what will
happen if he does. So if a tool kit does appear
please feel free to borrow the tools BUT PUT
THEM BACK YOU B........ s. Sorry. If anyone has
any small tools they can part with they would be
welcome. No hammers, no six inch nails, please,
we have them already and a higher standard of
rigging is required for our new boats.

The Cunningham was invented by my old friend
who became Admiral Cunningham and who only
died three year ago ¢ not a lot of people know
that.

All of the little problems mentioned above or
alluded to have actually occurred over the last
three months. Oh, well, it keeps me off the
streets.

{2 A0 A& oFO1 G2 GKS
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by far if you sail them with care and forethought
and still not break them. But if you do break them
please leave a note so they can be fixed before
a2YS2yS StasS GNRSa (2
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And with that the old chap was escorted back to
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and Dundee cake (he does like a bit of Dundee
cake). Please do not let your children near the
locker, the language they pick up is not edifying.
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have to let the old s... out again for some time.

ODDS & ENDS OF SAILING WISDOM,

CULLED FROM MANY SOURCES

When buying, assume a boat is rotten until you
have satisfied yourself otherwise.
52y QG 2dzZRaAS | 062+ G o0& Al
When buying a boat, treat with suspicion remarks
adzOK Fay a{KS dF1Sa 2y
GKS GAYOSNR agSSi¢
Always know what the tide is doing and the
direction of the wind.
Be sure that the anchor is shackled to the cable
before you throw it overboard.
A good start is a race half won.
5 2 y@ar white flannels and a peaked cap when
sailing a dinghy,
5 2 t/@ar white flannels and a peaked cap when
sailing an ocean racer.
5 2 t@ar white flannels and a peaked cap.
Never think that one form of sailing is superior to
anothercdzy' t Sda AGQ&a @2dzNJ|2 g

Learn well how to tie three knots - the Bowline, a
Clove Hitch and the Sheet Bend; but of these, the
Bowline is the king of knots.

Do not form conclusions from the courses of
other boats at sea; remember the man who
followed a barge only to discover it had gone to
dredge for sand.

A bright yellow sky at sunset foretells wind; a pale

2 yalldzysky foretéll@ran) SNJ F2NJ YS @
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increasing lack of interest in matters navigational.
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[& Avon S.C. 2011 Results Summary

Race or Series Title Winner Second Third

Winter Points 2010 Shaun Curtis ¢ Phantom (6 | Andrew Huntly ¢ Laser (15 | Tony Hughes ¢ Laser (21
pts) pts) pts)

White Bear Trophy Richard Miller/Andrea H ¢ | Fi Lucas ¢ Laser Nick Downton - Laser

RS200

Easter Points

Antony Lynall ¢ Laser (3

Richard/Jacob Miller ¢

Simon Lynall ¢ Laser 6 pts)

pts) RS200 (4 pts)
Spring Points (8/14 to Richard/Jacob Miller ¢ Shaun Curtis ¢ Phantom Nick Downton ¢ Laser (33
count) RS200 (12 pts) (23 pts) pts)
May Day Series Antony Lynall ¢ Laser (4 Roy Smith ¢ Laser (8 pts) Mike Adams ¢ Laser (8 pts)

pts)

Early Summer Pursuit

Shaun Curtis ¢ Phantom (5
pts)

Fi Lucas ¢ Laser (5 pts)

Jon Cooper ¢ Phantom (6
pts)

Long Distance Trophy Not Sailed
Wells Memorial Trophy Antony Lynall ¢ Laser (2 Fi Lucas ¢ Laser (3 pts) Andrew Huntly ¢ Laser (4
pts) pts)
Spring Bank Holiday Series | Shaun Curtis ¢ Phantom (2 | Tony Hughes ¢ Laser Andrew Huntly ¢ Laser (6
pts) (4 pts) pts)
Ladies Race Fi Lucas ¢ Laser (2 pts) Marcia Lynall ¢ Laser (3 Hannah Huntly ¢ Laser (7
pts) pts)

Double Hander Handicap
Keith Perkins Memorial

Richard/Jacob Miller ¢
RS200 (2 pts)

Mike/Clare Adams ¢ RS
Vision (4 pts)

Topper Class Trophy

Hannah Huntly (7 pts)
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http://www.avonsailingclub.co.uk/index.shtml

Atlantic Crossing May/June 2011
(Rod Stewart nowhere in sight) or could be Six Men in a Boat

Earlier this year a friend of mine bought a 'bargain’ 10 year old, 56 foot Swan yacht, the only downside of it being
that it was located in Newport Rhode Island. So he invited five of us to join him in bringing the boat back across the
Atlantic - a fantastic opportunity for me?? There was the skipper - a property developer, me - a dairy farmer, an
architect, an air freight broker (also an excellent cook), a web site designer and a paediatrician (the ship's doctor -
because after all we were all boys at heart!?) so not the most highly qualified of crew!

Theboatwas Ol t t SR [ 2f A0l FFGSNI 6KS LINBE@A2dza 26y SNRa ¢
could now only afford one Lolita in his life and selling was preferable to divorce! Before leaving the USA, Graham,
the new owner, renamed the boat Akarana which is said to be a New Zealand spirit with high intelligence. The boat
did indeed look good but with little time to get to know it before leaving, none of us was too sure of what she had in
store, particularly as Lolita's mast had been struck by lightning last year, taking out all the electronics. They had been
replaced, but were they commissioned properly? Would she take everything the Atlantic might throw at us?

Newport Rhode Island has the air of a slightly run down seaside resort but with a lot of history, namely the America's
Cup. Its America's Cup heritage takes the form of corporate sailing in old 12 metre yachts which were, and still are,
rather fine. We set off in a cold, mid May with a very fully loaded boat - there had been a container full of 'spares'
for the yacht and we had managed to pack a lot of them in every little nook and cranny on the boat. | was sharing
my bunk with all the spare cockpit racing cushions which | got to know very well over the course of the next few
weeks! The Grand Banks, off the east coast of America, are notorious for its confused seas, poor visibility and
squally showers - it did nothing to dispel this, once the cold northerly current meets the warm Gulf streams, further
offshore, more confusion occurs except that it is warmer. Consequently the first four days were hard going.

Once fully in the warm water things settled into a close-ish fetch on course for the Azores. Our watch system was
easy ¢ 2 hours on, 4 hours off during the night, with 3 hours on during the day. This meant no one did the Dog watch
on consecutive nights. The self steering gear held our course well for most of the time. The wind came and went so
we motored occasionally, both to help our progress and to re-charge the batteries. The electronics were not perfect
and although the fridges were working there was trouble with the freezer so we had to eat all the ice cream rather
quickly! We did have communication home by email and there was a satellite phone for use in emergencies as the
skipper said it was extremely expensive, there was also a blog which we kept up to date fairly regularly with pictures
and comments!

Anything other than sea and sky was inshortsupply -6 S RARY Qi &aSS Fyeé 20KSNJ ak
of a whale in the distance, quite a few porpoises and one day two turtles paddled by. During one warm lull we did
go swimming, it was fantastic until you thought that the nearest land was 3 miles away - DOWN!

After 13 days and 2,200 miles Graham had finisKk SR NB I RAy 3 GKS 2y SNDa YI ydz
boat better and we had also reached Horta on the Azores. This group of islands are all volcanic and are part of
Portugal so visitors arrive either by boat or plane from Lisbon. It is quite a Mecca for transatlantic yachts and a
lovely place to explore and relax. Our reason for the detour to the Azores was more financial - importing a yacht in
to the EU means one has to pay VAT. The VAT in Portugal is only 16% so importing the boat in to the EU via the
Azores was a healthy saving.

After two days taking on fuel, water and fresh food we left Horta with a slightly changed crew, the architect left and
GKS &a1ALIWISNRE 6AFS 22AySR dao® h dzNJ o/il$1880 RiBsawiask -rt edsyh

leg with no incidents - how wrong we were!!!

More next time!

Andy Warren
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